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I:—Fore1gn Pouitics. 


The General and Gauhariasfi of the 6th October publishes a cartoon, 
i ai in which a man in the act of washing clothes in a 
tub of water on which are written the words 
‘¢ Mission to Cabul” is being asked by a man aoe in charge of the Indian 
Treasury to wash his linen, and is replying ‘‘ More water is wanted for that.” 


Translation of the frontier letters. Pi PO ol ag wing appears in the Samay of the 


_ L&rrer FROM THE FRONTIER. 
(From our own Special Correspondent.) 


BurRHAN, 
ne The 24th September 1893, 
Translation of the Samay by the Government of India. 


You will perhaps be glad to learn that the frontier letters which appeared 
in the Samay newspaper huve all been very carefully translated into English 
by order of the Indian Government. This was at first communicated to me 
as a rumour, and I took it as a rumour, but enquiry atthe Frontier Office showed 
that the rumour was not baseless, and that my letters had been really translated 
into English. ‘The Government of India has ordered translations to be made 
of all such letters that may appear in the native newspapers, and has requested 
the British officer in charge of the Frontier Office to see that this is done. I 
have not yet been able to learn why this order has been given and this request 
has been made. For newspaper purposes I was for some days absent from the 
head-quarters, having been out in the direction of the Mahavedabed Hills. 
During my absence Major , one of the Superintendents of the Frontier 
Office, came to my lodgings one evening and asked my Punjabi servant if he 
was aware that the Samay newspaper was sent to my lodgings (‘‘ tomké mdlum, 


Babu Saéhebké dérdmé Sémé akbar ata hai?”) Now, the Hindustani word for 
a newspaper is édkbdr and the Bengali word 4qq is spelt in English as ‘* Samay.” 
Consequently the learned Major eo the name of your paper as “ Sémé.” 
Be that as it may, my servant has no good knowledge of Hindustani How 
could he, besides, be expected to know anything about a newspaper? He 
therefore made no answer. The Sahéb, who has long been in chia country, 
this time put the question in the Gurumukhi language: “Tumnu mé4)jum- 
chhi, Bébujinu pds bangl4 akbar dose? ‘Tomné dékhé hoto,” but receiving no 
answer went away. When in due time I returned to my place and made 
enquiries, I found that the rumour was founded on fact. This has made me 
exceedingly glad, and it seems that my contributions to the Samay newspaper 
from the frontier are about to bear fruit. But the question is, who makes the 


translations? There is no Bengali officer or Bengali-knowing person in the 


Frontier Office. I have come to know that the work of translation is done in 


Simla. Whoever the translator, I believe him to be a respectable man, and my- 
request is, that he do not by ‘‘ placing Udo’s load on Budho’s shoulders” injure- 


the interests of India. Another request is that the Editor of the Samay, too, do 


not add anything of his own to the language, sentiments, or the subject-matter 


of the frontier correspondent’s letters. The reason why I say this is that “the 
correspondent himself is responsible for his statements.” When nobody but 
himself is responsible before society, dharma and court, it is Only proper that the 
words actually written by him should appear without any addition or alteration. 
In conclusion, I make bold to say that even if it were possible for the sun to 


rise in the west, it could never be possible for the frontier correspondent of the’ 
Samay newspaper to give currency to a false statement. No matter whether it. 


is the cremation ground, the place of execution, or the court of justice, that the 
a will triumph everywhere is a truth which is beyond cavil or 
ispute. , 
; 8. The frontier correspondent of the Sanjiwani of the 7th October 
Translation of the frontier corre. Writes the following from Sera Kelai under date 
spondent’s letters. the 25th September :— 
The Government of India has caused literal English translations to be 


made of the frontier letters published in the Sanjivant newspaper, and has. 


GENERAL AND 
GaUHaRIASFI, 


Oct 6th, 1893, 


SaMayY, 
Oct. 6th, 1893. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Oct. 7th, 1893. 


ss AI AS a ep ot ag CS SRR DN eS ee - 
BES, Ses 8 SN a EE AOS PRI 


DAINIK-O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Oct. 9th, 1892, 


SaMaY. 
Oct. 6th, 1893. 
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issued orders for translating such letters regularly in future. Why such orders 
have been issued I cannot tell; that they have been issued I have learnt after 
careful enquiry. The translation is being made in Simla. It is a these 
translations will produce some good results. Whatever the object’ of Govern- 
ment in ordering translations to be made of the letters in question, everything 
that has up to this time appeared in these letters is absolute truth and is impar- 
tially written, and the writer’s request is that in translating the letters nothing 
of the translator’s own may be inserted in his translations. 

4. he Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké of the 9th October has the follow- 
ing :— 

ae The Khan of Kalat is to-day an exile from his 

own dominions and a prisoner in the hands of the English. But he has always 
been a friend of the British Government. Evcn if the charge of cruelty which 
has brought all this danger upon him be true, that charge is one with which 
neither the British Government nor the Indian empire has any concern or 
connection. Government has not been yet able to fasten upon the Khan a 
charge of cruelty similar to what was perpetrated by the late Jung Bahadur of 
Nepal for the purpose of raising himself to supreme power in that State, and 
even if the charge against the Khan be true, the cruelty of which he has been 
guilty, is as nothing compared with what was committed by the late Jung 
Bahadur. 

But the Jung Bahadur wes an honoured friend of the British Government, 
and while in England that cruel man was honoured even by the Queen. The 
Khan of Kalat, too, is a friend and well-wisher of the British Government. He 
always gave proof of his goodwill, but the most signal proof of his friendship 
was obtained during the second Cabul war under Lord Lytton, when but for his 
friendly assistance the British army would have had to meet with many 
dangers and difficulties. It was the Khan’s friendly co-operation that facilitated 
the march of the invading army upon Cabul and their occupation of that place. 

It was in recognition of this friendly service that on the termination of the 
Cabul war Lord Ripon went to Jacobabad and personally invested the Khan 
with the title of G.C.S.I. It was this Khan of Kalat who was then accounted 
a great man. At the Darbar held at Jacobabad on the 19th November 1880, 
the greatest honour was shown to him and his two sons, and their praises were 
sung by both Lord Ripon and Sir Robert Sandeman. The writer here quotes 
from the speech made by Lord Ripon at the Jacobabad Darbar, and makes the 
following observations :— 

The reader has seen what honour was done to, and what praise was 
bestowed upon, the Khan by Lord Ripon in 1880, and he sees to what a miserable 
condition the same Khan has been reduced, after the lapse of only twelve years, 
by Lord Lansdowne. The man who was in Lord Ripon’s time a sincere friend, 
& principal benefactor, and an influential ally of the British Government, is 
yi § thanks to the same British Government and the British Viceroy, Lord 
Lansdowne, deprived of his ancestral State, banished from his own dominions, 
and a prisoner in a distant British stronghold. Indeed, it was in view of such 
rise and fall as this that Bharatchandra wrote— 

“The friendship of the great and the powerful is only an embankment of 
sand ; now they will handcuff you and anon they will please you by bringing 
down the very moon that shines in the sky and nm it in your hand.” 

The man whom in 1880 Lord Ripon would have made a present, as it were, 
of the moon is, in 1893, madea prisoner! Such are the ways of this wicked world. 
It is, however, strange and perfectly unaccountable that though Lord Ripon is 
still living and in the enjoyment of power and official influence, the Khan has 


been subjected to all this misery and degradation. Truly British politics 
passes comprehension. 


II—Home ApMInisTRATION, 
(a)—Police. 


5. The Scmay of the 6th October says that oppression by arkatis (cooly- 


hs ealins n-ne ein recuse) is on the increase, and that not a ers 
ie a es in which oppression connected with illegal 
recruiting is not reported. ‘The following pS. oh been reported frem Midna- 
pore :—Sriram Kalu and his wife Paresmani lived at San, a village within the 
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jurisdiction of the Jayagram thana in the Midnapore district. A short time ago 

are mani while returning from a hdt was met by a recruiter and induced to 
follow him to the cooly depét at Birdanga. There she was detained for two 
days, and as she was enciente, the depot badmashes, fearing that the circumstance 
might lead to trouble, brought about her miscarriage. In the meantime her 
husband, accompanied by some people, traced her out, found her in a pre- 
carious condition, and learnt what ie befallen her. He was about to take her 
away when the recruiters came up, and there was a riot between his men and 
theirs. Sriram’s party was worsted, and his wife was forcibly taken away from 
him. He then gave information to the police, but the police, instead of holding 
an enquiry into the matter, sent up Sriram and his men on charge of rioting 
and being members of an unlawful assembly. This shows how the police is 


disposed towards cooly-recruiters. It should also be noted here that the depdt at 
Birdanga is not a registered establishment, | 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


6. The Hitavadi of the 5th October is glad that the Lieutenant-Governor 
has commuted the sentence of death into one of 
transportation for life in the case of one of the three 
Backergunge prisoners, And the writer would have been still more glad if the 
same favour had been shown to the other two prisoners also. His Honour is 
heartily thanked for this act of merey. It is probable that Sir Charles Elliott 
would have felt it painful to show this favour to any one of these prisoners. 


7. The same paper is glad that the Lieutenant-Governor has issued 
a circular requiring executive officers not to make 
comments on the decisions of the law courts. 


8. The Samay of the 6th October has the following about Babu 
Babu Rajendra Nath Roy, De- Rajendra Nath Ray, Deputy Magistrate of 
puty Magistrate of Ranchi. Ranchi:— 
According to the New India newspaper, the Deputy Magistrate has hit upon 
a novel method of distinguishing true from false cases. He thinks that most of 
the cases in which a large number of pleaders is engaged or a large number of 
witnesses is brought forward are false, and he decides those cases accordingly. 
But fortunately the higher tribunals do not accept this view of the Deputy 
Magistrate, and his decisions are therefore frequently upset on appeal, and he 
himself is rebuked. But to prevent all this the Deputy Magistrate has com- 
menced passing only such sentences as cannot be appealed against. ‘There ought 
to be an enquiry into the cases decided by this Deputy Magistrate. 


9. The Bangavast of the 7th October knows that formerly the names of 
Selection of jurors in the Nadia eligible jurors were submitted to the Magistrates by 
district. the darogas, but cannot say by whom jurors are 
now selected, and would be inclined to think, from the manner in which jurors 
are at present selected, that their selection rests solely with the Government’s 
favourite servants, the chaukidars. There are a number of respectable people 
among the residents of village Srinivas within the jurisdiction of the Krishnaganj 
thana in the Nadia district, but one Kedarnath Rai of that village, an illiterate 
and stupid man, has been selected asa juror. Kedarnath has been very much 
alarmed on receiving a juror’s summons. And it is said that one Muhammadan 
juror of Krishnagar lately came to serve on the jury in no better dress than a 
piece of cloth round his waist and a napkin round his head. Is this the 
way in which jurors should be chosen? ) 


10. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor has done well by 

- issuing the circular prohibiting the executive and 
administrative officers of Government from making 
any reflections on the decisions of the law courts. ; 


ll. The Sanjivant of the 7th October says that two cases having come 


The Backergunge murderers. 


The judiciary circular. 


The judiciary circular, 


— up before Colonel Gouldsbury,. Cantonment 
fecliusion among —_ judicial trate of Jullundur, in the Panjeb, in which Colonel 


Pennington was to a certain extent involved, and 
the Magistrate probably seeing that he -had no jurisdiction to try the cases’. 
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himself, transferred them to the file of Colonel Roberts, Deputy Commissioner of 
Jullundur, with the following note :— 
Dear RosBeERrTs, | ; 
In sending these cases to you, I am asked by Colonel Pennington to re- 
uest you to try the cases yourself, or have them tried by some British officer, 
he cases will take some time to dispose of, and as I think you are too busy 
making arrangements for le-ving India to take them up yourself, please transfer 
them to Rowe’s file. We are both anxious that the cases should be thoroughly 
investigated and the culprits soundly punished.” | 
ith such collusion between judicial officers, what wonder that frequent 
failures of justice should take place! | 

12. The same paper criticises Mr. Justice Pigot’s judgment in the girl- 

gelling case, and says that if the precedent created 
Mr. Justice Pigot’s judgment ty this case is followed in all similar cases, then the 
pobrndenncten ag denee dealers in girls, who sell girls for purposes of prosti- 
tution, will never be brought to justice, and there will remain no meansof pro- 
tecting helpless innocent girls. I£fsections372 and 373 of the Penal Code do not 
apply to such cases, to what class of crimes do they apply? It is to be hoped 
that Dr. Thoburn will seek the aid of the guardians of the girl who was sold 
in the present case in rescuing her from an immoral life, and submit 
a petition to Government, praying for the punishment of the offenders. The 
British Indian and Indian Associations are requested to bestir themselves in the 
matter. 

13. The Saraswat Patra of the 7th October is exceedingly glad that the 

| Officiating Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Antony 
pak =. - punarcenane « mercy MacDonnell, has commuted the capital sentence on 
one of the three accused in the Barisal murder case 

to one of transportation for life. 

14. The Sulabh Dainik of the 9th October has the following :— 

Out of the 4,194 criminal cases that were in- 
BB set Biya. «2 solbnag mufassal stituted last yearin the Noakhali district, no less 
than 1,260 were sent by the District Magistrate, 
Babu Nandakrishna Basu, to the different panchayats for disposal, and.of these 
722 were disposed of by the punchayats to the satisfaction of the parties, the 
rest being sent back tothe District Magistrate for disposal. The Magistrate 
of Tippera too has begun to send cases to panchayats for disposal. The 
Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, however, is opposed to the disposal 
of casesby panchayats, and not without reason; for, as the panchayats are 
now composed of poor and ill-educated men, they cannot be safely entrusted 
with the decision of important cases. If the panchayats are to be entrusted 
with the decision of cases, they should be composed of better men, and invested 
with judicial functions, for their present disposal of cases is done only im an 
informal way in the shape of arbitration. : 

If there were Benches of Honorary Magistrates for groups of every two oF 
three villages, the cases that panchayats might find it necessary to send back. t0 
the Magistrate could be made over to them. For want of such Benches suitors 
have now to undergo great expense in travelling to the district or subdivisi0 
hesd-quarters, and in entertaining the services of pleaders and mukhtars. They 
now also often fail to obtain justice, for the police finding itself at a safe dl 
tance from any law court gives reports in favour of the party which bribes tt. 
If Benches of Honorary Magistrates are established for groups of every two 

_ or three villages, suitors will be able to secure the services of mukhtars at a less 
cost, for the village mukhtars who get little business in the head-quarters, 
will agree to work for small fees in courts near their homes. By this arrange 
ment the paid Magistrates too will be relieved of a good deal of work; and ‘i 


will therefore be an arrangement that will benefit Magistratas, mukhtars, a0 
suitors alike. 


(c)}—Jails. 
BuRDWAN SANJIVANI, 15. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 3rd October has the following :— 
srenviet labour in the Burdwan The authorities of the Burdwan jail have 
a apparently resolved to keep the prisoners under their. 


charge engaged only in agricultural work. Paddy is cultivated in the Burdwan 


v6 
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‘ail even now; but the authorities propose to extend that cultivation, and 
want to acquire more lands for the | pos gene These lands will be purchased from 
their owners, but the greater part of the purchase-money will go to the zamindars 
and talukdars, and only a small fraction to the raiyats who till them.. These latter 
will not be able to save their share of the money and purchase new lands with it. 
Asa consequence their livelihood will be gone, and they will be ruined for life. 
Government should therefore abandon a project which is likely to be attended 
with so much mischief to many of its subjects. It cannot be that the present 
high prices of rice have induced it to take the step, for surely it cannot say that 
its means do not permit it to purchase rice at high prices to feed the prisoners 
in the jail. Convict labour in the Burdwan jail was formerly utilised in manu- 
facturing various articles in fashionable use, but it is now used only in working 
the oil machine and plying the spade. This is not as it should be, and Govern- 
ment should arrange for teaching the prisoners some art or manufacture, by the 
practice of which they may be able to live when released. The employment of 

risoners on skilled work of some sort is likely to be profitable to Government, 
inasmuch, as the sale of the products of such labour may enable it to recover its 
outlay on the jails. The prisoners in many jails are employed on manafactur- 
ing work, and the same practice should be followed in the Burdwan jail. In 
conclusion, the Magistrate and the Commissioner of Burdwan are asked not to 
support the proposal of the authorities of the local jail, and thereby increase the 
misery of the poor raiyats. 


(d)— Education. 


16. The Sulabh Dainik of the 6th October has the following :— 

The trouble in the General As- It is said that some 100 students of the General 
sembly’s Institution. — Assembly’s Institution, Calcutta, have resolved to 
leave that institution. It is clear from this that boys in this country are now awak- 
ing to a sense of their duty. Some three or four boys vacillated at first, but came 
round in the end, They have all signed a paper recording their resolution to 
leave the college. But how is it that they have not yet given effect to their reso- 
lution? They are all gentlemen’s sons, and should consider death prefer- 
able to being insulted by durwans Why do they delay leaving the college ? 

17. The Sudhakar of the 6th October has the following :— 

The result of the English educa- Englishmen have an impression that by recely- 
tion of the Bengalis. ing English education Bengalis become men of 
character, and they have therefore made high English education and success in 
difficult competitive tests indispensable qualifications for admission into the 
public service. But this isan entirely erroneous impression. The rules under 
which appointments are now made in the public service are not only defeating 
the object of high education, but are also interfering with the only high education 
worth the name in this country, namely, the indigenous education given in the 
tols and madrassas, and, what is even worse, are calling into existence a class of 
creatures queer, mischievous, full of conceit and hankering for high posts. 
These men have no desire to improve the condition of the country by arts, 
manufactures and commerce. Their one object in life is to find fault with the 
Government and make it responsible for all the misery that exists in the country. 
These men are converting this once peaceful country into a scene of wrang- 
ling and unrest. The Congress is a fire that has been kindled by these mis- 
chievous people. Though the number of people openly supporting the Congress 
is small, every Hindu officer is at heart a supporter of the movement. 

By securing so much more influence in the country than the Musalmans, the 
Hindus are now domineering over the latter, and they will become the virtual 
masters of India, if they can now curb or curtail the powers of Government 
by means of the Congress movement. But unfortunately for the country the 
Government is taking no note of all this. But when this fire of the Congress 


will become a conflagration, not all the waters of the Atlantic will be able to — 


extinguish it. A contemplation of the evils which they will have to suffer on 
account of the Congress has made the Musalman community uneasy. 

18. The Bangavasi of the 7th October cannot understand what led the 

A text-book for: the lower educational authorities of East Bengal to omit from 

schools in East Bengal. the list of text-books for the lower schools Babu 

Kaliprasanna Ghosh’s “ Komal Kabita,” which was a text-book for the last 
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three or four years. It is —— not proper that a school-book written by go 
distinguished an author as Babu aliprasanna Ghose should be superseded by 
a book written by any other author. It is believed that the omission is merely 
an oversight, and will be soon corrected. 

19. The Saraswat Patra of the 7th October is sorry not to find certain 
Seiad bie tat ab seek Seve good and well-known books, such as the Pradhaj 

ee ee ee Chinta and Varna Patha, of Babu Kaliprasanna 
Ghosh in the list of text-books for Middle English and Middle Vernacular 
Schools published in the Calcutta Guzetie of the 20th September. Varna Paatha 
is decidedly the best alphabetical primer in Bengali yet written. 

20. A correspondent of the Som Prakash of the 9th October says that the 
Santipur Municipality has not yet paid to the 
primary schools within its jurisdiction the annual 
grant of Rs. 300 due to them for 1891-92. The grant became due in March 
last, and has not yet been paid, though the teachers of the schools concerned 
have repeatedly applied for it. ‘This has caused very great inconvenience to 
these men. It is hoped that the Chairman of the Municipality will see to the 
payment of the grant at the present pwa time. 


21. The Sulabh Dainik of the 10th October says it is rumoured that on the 

Ths remensed. tabieialiin of retirement of Babu Bhola Nath Pal, head-master of 

the head-masterships of the the Hare School, both the Hindu and Hare Schools 

Hindu and Hare Schools. will be placed under the control of Babu Krishna 

Chandra Rai, the head-master of the Hindu School. But the writer cannot 

approve of this arrangement, for, with two schools to look to, Babu Krishna 
Chandra will be unable to do his duties to either satisfactorily. 


22. A correspondent of the Sulabh Dainik of the 11th October says that 
the education imparted in the private schools and 
colleges in Calcutta is unsatisfactory compared with 
that imparted in the Government schools and 
colleges. This is due to the fact that the professors and teachers in the private 
schools and colleges, receiving, as they do, inadequate salaries, and having no 
prospect, besides, of pensions like the professors and teachers in the Government 
schools and colleges, are compelled to do other work to maintain themselves and 
their families, and cannot therefore devote their entire energy to their legitimate 
school work. Many of these professors again attend law lectures, or practice as 
lawyers while teaching in colleges, and as ‘they intend to throw off their posts 
in the colleges as soon as they can secure some success in the Bar, they perform 
their duties perfunctorily. ‘The salaries which are paid to the professors in the 
private colleges are not also large enough to attract really worthy men, and 80 
only inferior men are appointed as professors in those colleges. | 

The only means of improving the quality of the instruction now imparted 
in private schools and colleges is to allow larger salaries to the professors and 
sh and to create a Provident Fund in every college and school for their 

eneiit. 


The santipur primary schools. 


Education in private schools and 
colleges. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


23. The Sansodhini oP v 29th September says that the attempt of the 

: ers uttagong District Board’to check overcrowdin 
Bn Karnaphuli ferry in Chitta- an d- overios ding of ferry ee te ee Mee bale 
river by attaching to every such boat a ticket show- 
ing the maximum number of passengers and the maximum quantity of goods 
that may be carried at a time has not been attended with much success. The 
boatmen still continue to take more passengers and goods than they should, and 
they have taken advantage of the ticket-system to exact from the passengers an 
enhanced rate of fare. The evil can be X beret by declaring not only the boat- 


men but the passengers as well liable to punishment for every violation of the 
rule regarding the maximum number and quantity. 


24. The Banganivasi of the 6th October says that as the expenditure of the 
Increase of municipal taxation Calcutta Municipality will now exceed its income 


by thirty thousand rupees, the Chairman of the 


Municipality has proposed an increase of taxation 
by one-half per cent. It was to avert the necessity of increasing taxation that 
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the writer warned the Municipality against making any concession to the 
Tramways Company ; but a liberal grant of free passes all round by the Com- 
pany silenced the Municipal authorities, who therefore assured the rate-payers 
that the concession would involve no increase of taxation. But the fire-brigade 
has now made an increase of taxation inevitable. The writer would suggest 
an increase of pay to the Chairman, for the rate-payers must needs pay 
whatever the Municipality demands, no matter whether after doing so they 
have even the means of subsistence left them or not. 


25. The Sansodhinit of the 6th October is glad to learn that the District 

Straightening the banks of the Board of Chittagong has at last directed its atten- 

Halda river in Chittagong. tion to the question of straightening the banks of 
the Halda river. 

The Board has requested Government to make over to it all lands 
which will be reclaimed from the river-bed, in order to enable it to meet from 
the income of these lands the interest on the amount to be expended by it. 
It is not probable, however, that in these days of financial difficulty Govern- 
ment will accede to the Board’s request, but the Board should, nevertheless, 
stick to its resolution of straightening the banks; for, as shown by the District 
Engineer in his report submitted on the 23rd March 1892, the cost which will 
have to be incurred in the work can be easily met by levying a toll of a few 

ice on each boat passing up or down the river. According to the District 

Keginoe’s calculation, about 200 sarangas and 40 balams pass up and down 
the river every day; and if a toll of four pice were biti on each saranga 
and two annas on each balam, the total amount which will be collected 
annually will be Rs. 6,120, and deducting the expense of collection, not less 
than four thousand rupees will remain every year to meet the cost of the 
roposed work. The Board authorities are specially requested to read the 
District Engineer’s report. 


26. The Saraswat Patra of the 7th October says that manifold are the 
duties of the District Boards, while their incomes 
are most inadequate. ‘These Boards have to con- 
struct roads, canals, and other works of public utility, make arrangements for 
sanitary improvement, bear all educational expenses and relieve people in times 
of distress. The result is that many important duties are neglected by these 
Boards, and they often make themselves ridiculous by their ignominious failure 
in undertakings too costly for their means. Considering the small incomes of 
the District Boards, they should be entrusted for the present with no other 
works than education and sanitary improvement. The construction of roads, 
canals, &c., should be entrusted to the Public Works Department, and assistance 
should be rendered to distressed people from the Relief Fund. And this is 
precisely the advice which the wise Officiating Lieutenant-Governor has given 
to the Patna District Beard. 


27. A correspondent of the Som Prakash of the 9th October has the 
The Gentipur Munieipelity. aoe on the affairs of the Santipur Munici- 
From 1886 to 1893 municipal rates, amounting to Rs. 1,500, have not been 
realised, and have been barred by limitation. Who is responsible for this? It 
is hoped that the Commissioner of the Presidency Division will enquire into the 
matter. Some of the rate-payers in Ward No. 3, such as Babu Sasibhushan 
Ray, Babu Srinath Mukerji, Babu Kangali Charan Ostagar, Babu Jagannarayan 
Siddhanta and Srimati Muktamani Devi are wealthy people, and yet the rates 
due from them have been allowed to fall into arrear. It is the same in other 
wards of the municipality. Again, the well privies are a standing nuisance 
in the municipality, so much so, that people cannot walk in its streets without 
stuffing their nostrils with cloth. These privies have rendered Santipur ex- 
tremely insanitary, and unless the nuisance is put down, the place will be 
depopulated by a plague in the same way as Ula was some years ago. 


28. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 9th October says that 

The butchers’ memorial to the the butchers of Calcutta have madea mistake in 

Calcutta Municipality. memoralising the Calcutta Municipality regarding 

the conduct of the Hindus in not selling cows to them, for neither the muni- 

cipality nor the police can help them in the matter. The memorial should 
have been submitted to the Bengal Government. 


The duties of District Boards. 
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0- 29. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 11th October says that 
*CHANDRIKA, The Benares Municipal Chair. the Benares Municipality having levied an octroj 
Oct. 11th, 1898. man’s treatment of the poor. duty on the poor people who supply the town with 
fuel-wood from the jungles, the latter went to the Magistrate-Chairman to 
crave exemption from the tax. But the Magistrate, instead of hearing what 
they had to say, got the police to drive them away. Is this the way the subject 

should be treated ? 
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(9)—Railways and Communications including Canals and Irrigation. 


30. The Sulabh Dainik of the 10th October regrets that the Railway Con- 
ference sitting at Simla should be so far engrossed 
with the consideration of questions relating to first 
and second class passengers as to find little time for discussing Mr. Bell’s pro- 
posals for the reduction of third class fares. 


(h)—General. 


shiaiaie 81. The Hitavadi of the 5th October refers to the Indian Association’s 
Oct. 5th, 1893. The Indian Association on the etter to the Government of India, protesting against 
question of the compensation al- the grant of compensation allowances to the SCrvi1ces, 
lowances. and commends the independent and fearless spirit 

in which it is written, and observes as follows :— 

1. It is argued in the letter that as Government would not, or could not 
have made deductions from the salaries of its officers if the rate of exchange 
had gone down and guineas had fallen below Rs. 10, it has no right to grant 
compensation to them now that the rate has gone up. This argument, though 
couched in respectful terms, will jar on the ears of the officials. 

2. The Association contends that as the officers of Government before 
accepting service consented to take their salaries in rupees, they cannot justly 
claim compensation simply because the value of the rupee has fallen in compani- 
son with the currency of other countries. It is not likely that the Government 
of India will be able to give a satisfactory reply to this argument. 

3. The Association has justly pointed out that in the present state of its 
finances, which prevents it from undertaking many useful and urgent reforms, 
Government has acted very improperly by meeting the demands of its European 
officers. Government will not pay much heed to this argument. If the people 
of India cannot get rice to eat, let them live on kesur, but let not those that 
have come over the seas be in want of mustard for their cutlets. 

4. The writer does not approve of the Association’s proposal that as a 
compromise, Government should grant similar concessions to its native officers. 
There should be no such compromise in the matter, and all other public bodies 
in the country should protest against this act of Government. 

SaNarvaMi, 32. The Sanjivani of we 7th October says that if the reports regarding 
Oct. 7th, 1893. akehang the Oppressions which are being committed upon 
oe hee N te Weshern the Gorakshani Sabhas in the North-Western Bro- 
Provinces. vinces and such of their members as are Govern- 
ment servants be correct, then it is high time that the country roused itself and 
power against the action of Government. Already, it is said that many asy- 
ums for cows have been abolished by order of Government, and the authorities 
of the asylum at Baraich have sent all their cows to Nepal. Thakur Hanuman 
Singh, tahsildar of Baraich, has been suspended by the District Magistrate on 
the suspicion that he is a member of the Gorakshani Sabha, and the Board of 
Revenue has been requested to dismiss him from service. In fact, Sir Charles 
Crosthwaite’s actions have astonished everybody. He is exercising too autocra- 
tic powers, and no delay should be made in bringing his conduct to the notice 
of Parliament. 


sik acieiis 33. The Sulabh Dainik of the 7th October says that at Bareilly the 
Oct. 7th, 1808. Treatment of Hindus at Bareilly. Hindus have been taught by the authorities the 
Christian doctrine of not resenting an injury. They 

are not to raise their hands against the Musalmans, even if they are assaulted by 

them. If smitten on one cheek, they are to offer the other to be smitten. 

Bravo, Sir Charles Crosthwaite, you have made your name memorable! Hence- 


forward there will be no want of bugbears to lull children to sleep, for a large 
number of them have now been imported into India. 


SULABH DAINIK, 


Oct, 10th, 1893. The Railway Conference. 
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84, The Sulabh Dainik of the 12th October has the following:— 

Government's unequal treatment The Hindus have always been loyal to the 
of Hindus and Musalmans. Sovereign, and they love and revere him as their 
father and God. In this respect the difference between the Hindus and the 
Musalmans is as great as that between heaven and the nether regions. Lord 
Mayo and Justice Norman were murdered by Musalmans, but still the Musal- 
mans are favoured and the Hindus detested by the authorities. What is more 
regrettable than this? Many Hindus saved the lives of many Englishmen 
during the Sepoy Mutiny. Have Englishmen now forgotten ullthat? It seems 
to us that in this matter the officials have fallen into aun error, and are acting in 
accordance with the prevailing fashion of valuing what is after all only tinsel. 
A Commission should be appointed to enquire about these cow-killing riots, or 
a continuance of the present troubles will in the end prove injurous to the ruler 
and the ruled alike. 

III. —LeEaIsuatTive. 


35. The Hitavadi of the 5th October refers to the sections relating to 
The new sections in the Bengal thedrainage and water-supply which have been 
Municipal Bill. newly added to the Bengal Municipal Bill, and 
remarks as folows : — 

The enforcement of these sections will destroy the independence of the 
mufassal municipalities. The writer is therefore of opinion that the task of 
meeting the wants of drainage and water-supply should be placed in the hands 
of the Commissioners, and Government should step in only when the Commis- 
sioners are found neglecting their duty in this respect. And even when it thus 
interferes, Government should first ask the Commissioners to attend to this 
duty, and then adopt the measures mentioned in the new sections as a last 
remedy. There are many municipalities which are in need of an efficient 
system of drainage and water-supply, but as the adoption of such a system will 
lead to increased taxation, the Commissioners cannot undertake the task. It 
is, therefore, clear that no municipality should be forced to adopt the contem- 
plated measures of reform. 

36. The Banganivasi of the 6th October says that, considering how fre- 

quent defamation cases against newspapers have 


The defamation law in its rela- ecome, and how troublesome they are, every news- 


tion to the press. i , . 
j aper editor, native, European and Eurasian, would 


certainly desire the sections of the Penal Code relating to this offence to be 
amended. There is nothing in the present law of defamation to prevent a man 
who feels ever so slightly piqued by any writing in a newspaper from causing 
as much harassment as he likes to the editor, the printer and the proprietor of 
that paper. And the trouble in which the Editor of the Morning Post finds him- 
self involved can any of these days come over any editor of any newspaper. 
The writer would therefore suggest the following modifications in the existing 
law of defamation :— 

(1) Considering the difficulty besetting an editor’s occupation in this 
country, and the extent to which he is obliged to depend upon unverified or 
uncorroborated information, for which he may be, as he is, in fact, now prose- 
cuted wherever a copy of his paper is found, the law should be so amended as 
to make an editor’s prosecution for libel legal only in the place where his paper 
1s published. | 

(2) The writer of a defamatory article, or the editor of the paper in which 
such article is published, may be considered fairly liable to prosecution for 
defamation, but not so the printer and the publisher. For the printer is 
generally an ignorant man, who does not know what he prints, and who has no 
alternative but to do whatever his master, the editor, bids him todo. The 
printer should not, therefore, be made responsible for anything beyond telling 
who the writer or the editor is. And the law should be amended accordingly 
so far as he is concerned. The proprietor, again, has nothing to do with the 
selection of writings for his paper, and the law should certainly declare him free 
from liability for the publication of defamatory matter in his paper. 

37. Referring to the Government decision in the election case of Raja 

Sasisekhareswara of Tahirpur versus Mr. A. Chaudhari, 
Rajshah oro decision in the the Sanjivant of the 7th October. says that the 
: ated core narrow interpretation given to the words ‘ordinary 
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will exclude all men of light and leading among the native community 
Peron v Legislative Councils, for all such men generally live in Calcutta, 
and not in their own homes in the mufassal. An agitation should, therefore, 
be set on foot with the object of moving Parliament to give. a wider significa. 
tion to the words. | Pe 


1V.—Native STATES. 


38. The frontier correspondent of the Samay of the 6th October writes 
Patiala. as follows :— 


The Fall of Patiala. 


The editors of native newspapers frequently raise aloud cry for the 
urpose of protecting the independence and the interests of the allied and 
fou atory Native States in India, and they have always earned the gratitude of 
the Indians for so doing. It must be admitted that our kind British Govern- 
ment acts on many occasions in an improper manner as regards the Native 
States, but nobody can, without laying himself open to the charge of partiality, 
deny that at times it interferes in the affairs of those States only in the interest 
of justice and good government. That many native princes in India are no 
better than donkeys can be asserted without fear of contradiction. There is no 


gin in this world which many of them are not capable of committing. For 


wealth and resources, honour and prestige, the Patiala State m the Panjab is 
an ornament and an object of pride, not only with the Sikhs, but with the 
whole Indian people. But the condition tov which Patiala has been reduced at 
the present time is such as to make one weep for it. The holy old saying that 
‘‘a State is ruined for the fault of its ruler” is specially applicable to the case 
of Patiala. Here I shall give a brief of account of the arrangements which the 
European officials of the Foreign Department are about to make for this State 
under orders from the Government of India. ‘The matter has not yet been 
noticed in any newspaper. I shall first say something about the Raja. The 
late Maharaja Mahendra Narayan Singh, who ruled the State with justice and 
impartiality, left at his death nearly 85 lakhs of rupees in the treasury. Hisson, 
the present Maharaja, was a minor at the time; so the charge of the minor and 
of the State was placed in the hands of a competent Dewan. This officer was 
able to accumulate 22 lakhs of rupees, and in due time made over the amount to 
the present Maharaja. On attaining majority he found that on the day he 
ascended the throne there was altogether one crore and seven lakhs of rupees 
in the State treasury!! Here it must be noted that the education of the 
minor Maharaja was in the hands of Englishmen. The foppish and fashionable 
young man who now ascended the throne asked himself—‘ Hoe should I enjoy 
this one crore and seven lakhs of rupees?” In one day he bought horses 
worth a lakh and fifty thousand rupees, and then God only knows how and 
where, in the twinkling of an eye as it were, he wasted within the brief space of 
two yeais two lakhs of rupees in this, that, &c. &e. | 

After this the Maharaja Bahadur began to reside in Simla twice or thrice 
amonth. The British ladies, I know not why, began to show him very great 
respect. The Mem Sahebs went into ecstacies at his name. Nautches, 
dinner parties, and theatrical performances, and the purchase of jewels and 
precious stones began to deplete his treasury, and his body too began to be 
thinner and paler. At this time, at the advice of a Turkish physician, he pre- 
scribed the following medicine for himself:—One maund of milk was mixed 
with one maund of Bussorah rose water (at Rs. 80 a maund) and poured into 
a huge caldron. This was placed over a fire in the morning and kept there boiling 
for twenty-four hours. When the contents of the caldron were reduced to a small 
mass, two chittaks of opium and four chittaks of Otto de Constantinopolian. (at 
Rs. 150 a seer) were added to them, and kept boiling for another twelve hours. 
The caldron was next taken down, and its contents were sweetened with. sugar 
and made into fuddus (balls). The Maharaja with his friends began to take these 
‘‘kubati luddus” twice or thrice a week. He thus became very famous. 
Gradually, when the Government of India came to know of these strange doings 
of the Maharaja, the order was given by the Viceroy that ‘the Maharaja of 
Patiala shall not be permitted to come to Simla without the permission ‘of the 
Governor-General in Council.” This order is still in force, The Maharaja then 
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‘began to go to Dholepore. It would be well not to mention in the news apers 
what he began to do there. Not satisfied with native ladies, the Ma araja 
now married an English lady. This woman was the sister of an English 
groom; consequently the Sahebs ceased to dine with the Maharaja. In short, the 
treasury became empty, the Maharaja fell into debt, and the condition of 
Patiala became as miserable as that of dogs and jackals. The Panjab Govern- 
ment and the Resident sent a report on the subject to the Viceroy, and the 
following order was passed on the report:—‘‘ The Maharaja of Patiala is unable 
to carry on the work of administration, and it is therefore ordered that the 
administration of the Patiala State be entrusted to a Council, with the Resident 
as its President, and the Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab as its adviser. The 
Maharaja will receive a monthly allowance for his reasonable expenses. The 
amount of this allowance to be notified hereafter.”’ After this order was passed 
the Maharaja made a gift of a certain pargana near Simla to the Raja of 
Dholepore. But as soon as the news reached the Government of India, it 
wrote to the Maharaja ‘‘ You have.no right to make a gift.” The reader should 
now try to understand how the Native States in India are, owing to the 
faults of their rulers, daily sinking to a lower and lower position. 

39. The Sudhakur of the 6th October, referring to the Begum of Bhopal’s 
visit to Simla, says that she is greatly wounding 
the feelings of her co-religionists by disregarding in 
this way the sacred zanana system. 

40. The frontier correspondent of the Sanji- 
vant of the 7th October has the following :— 


The Begum of Bhopal in Simla. 


Dholepore affairs. 


DIsORDERS IN DHOLEPORE. 


Dholepore is a small, ancient and famous State in Rajputana. There is 
only one English Resident for the three States of Bhurtpore, Dholepore and 
Kerowlee, and he has bis head-quarters in Dholepore. The Resident’s Office 
is a mile from Dholepore town. The present Maharaja is a young man, foppish 
in manners, and fashionable and fastidious in his style of living. Whatever 
money there was in the treasury has been wasted in memsahebs’ nautches (balls, 
dinners to sahebs, residence in Simla, horse races, and practices unworthy of 
human beings, which are indulged in by Rajas and Nawabs. The treasury at 
length becume so empty as to endanger the State. It was found necessary to 
obtain a loanfrom * * ° * , the wealthy and well-known Seth of 
Ajmere. The Gove:nment of India became surety, and the Dholepore State was 
mortgaged. The lock and key of the treasury are in the hand of the Resident, 
and not one pice can be spent without his permission. Still the debt is not 
being cleared off. The Maharaja Bahadur is secretly borrowing money and 
page Benne in most fashionable living. The Maharaja is, I cannot tell why, a 
great favourite with certain * * * dJadies. Having come to know of 
these things, the Government of India has ordered that, “if the Maharaja of 
Dholepore wishes to leave his State and live elsewhere for more than three 
months, it is incumbent on His Highness to take the permission of the Indian 
Government.” This has produced fear in the Maharaja’s mind, but there has 
been no change as yet in his conduct. It is to be hoped that the young Maharaja 
will this time come to his senses. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


41. A correspondent of the Sahachar of the 4th October writing from 
Raghunathpore in the Midnapore district, thanks the 

editor for having noticed the distress prevailing in 
| _ that place (see Report of Native Papers, week ending 
Ith September, paragraph 34). Since that notice was written, three or four men 
have died of starvation, One of these men died while on his — to take rice 
from the Local Famine Relief Association, while another died while returning 
home with his dole of rice from the association. These deaths have taken place 
within the correspondent’s knowledge, and he cannot say how many more deaths 
have taken p'ace from the same cause, of which he is not aware. The Raghu- 
nathpur Durbhiksha Nibaroni Sabha has been distributing rice to the poor for 


Distress at Raghunathpur in the 
idnapore district. 


SUDHAKAR, 
Oct. 6th, 1893. 


SANJIVANI, 


Oct. 7th, 1893 


SaHACHAR, 


Oct, 4th, 1893. 
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the last two months, and some 300 people are now receiving aid from it. The 
number of claimants for relief is increasing every week; but for want of funds 
the Sabha is unable to grant relief to all. 

42, The Aitavadi of 5th October considers it clear from certain letters in 
the Statesman, the Bengalee and other daily and 
weekly newspapers, that there is Just now famine in 
East Bengal. A statement to the following effect nevertheless appears in the last 
official Gazette :—* It is impossible that there should be a famine. There has, of 
course, been some temporary distress, but that need cause no anxiety to the public, 
The distress which prevails within limited areas may be put down with aid 
from the local zamindars.” This shows that Government at first tried to ignore 
the existence of famine, and then fearing to ignore the truths totally, admitted 
the prevalence of ordinary distress in some places. This temporary distress 
may, in the opinion of Government, be put down with help from the zamindars, 
This attempt of Government, to throw the task of relieving distress on the 
zamindars, 1s certainly not commendable. When the whole country is suffering 
from famine and is wailing for food, Government is drawing, in its Gazettes, 
quite a picture of prosperity. The writer’s agent had been to East Bengal, 
and this is what he says:—‘‘ The condition of the district of Barisal, which is 
known as the dalam rice district for its crop of dalam rice, is extremely miserable 
this year. The raiyats have failed to grow rice, though they sowed the crop 
several times. The condition of the crops in the di/s is miserable. The condi- 
tion of the paddy crop in tracts lying on the west bank of the Balesvara, and in 
the thanas of Bagerhat, Rampal, Mallahat and Sukachua in the Khulna 
district is not bad. The crops failed partially in the district of Barisal last year, 
and the outturn this year has not been good. ‘The people of the district are 
being supplied with rice from Rangoon and West Bengal, and one does not 
know how they will fare next year. Several cases of theft have occurred at 
Pansa, a village within the Sadar thana of Barisal, the thieves taking away 
nothing but cooked rice. This shows that there is scarcity of food in the district.” 
Notwithstanding this glaring and living proof of famine in East Bengal, Govern- 
ment is bent on ignoring itsexistence. It can spend 70 lakhs of rupees out of the 
revenues contributed by the famished tax-payers of India, who habitually live 
on one meal a day, in order to fill the bellies of its fat-bellied European officials, 
but it cannot spend a cowrt for the relief of the famished people of Last 
Bengal. Is this the way in which Government wants to please and win the 
affection of its subjects? Government has relegated the task of famine relief 
to the zamindars, but isnot prepared to remit a pice of the revenue due to it 
from the khas mahals. 

43. The Sansodhini of the 6th October says that while Mr. Lee, Magis- 
trate of Dacca, an alien and a foreigner, is doing 
his best to relieve distress in the Munshiganj Sub- 
division of his district, and has himself subscribed 
rupees twenty-five to the Relief Fund, Babu Nanda Krishna Basu, Magistrate of 
Noakhali, who is a native, and who ought to be on that account acquainted 
with the condition of his countrymen, and ought to feel greater sympathy with 
them in their distress, does not even admit the existence of the scarcity which 
prevails in his district. What wonder then, that the European Commissioner of 
the Division should deny the existence of scarcity in Noakhali. It may be 
asked, if there is no scarcity in Noakhali, why are the Dewanji Babus of Datta- 
para suspending their rent collections among their raiyats, and are daily 
feeding a large number of people, and why are the pleaders and mukhtars of 
Lakshipura exerting themselves to relieve distress? Whether the District 
Board of Noakhali can render any help to the distressed people or not, the 
Magistrate should not certainly suppress the fact of the scarcity. How poorly 
Babu Nanda Krishna’s conduct contrasts with that of Mr. Lee. | 

44. The Banganivasi of the 6th October says that reports of several deaths 
from scarcity have been published in the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika and other papers, but Government 


does not believe them to be true. The following is one more instance of such 
deaths reported in the Saraswat Patra :— 


One morning a decrepit old woman was found sitting near Jivan Babu’s 
Ghatta in Dailbazar, in Dacca town. On being asked she,told that she had 
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been left there. It seemed that she wished to say something more, but could: 
not, owing to extreme prostration. At noon, being unable to bear the scorch- 
ing rays of the sun, she had crawled on to the shadow of a hut on the other side 
of the road. In the evening she was found gasping for breath, and at nightfall 
was dead. It is probable that the woman’s relatives having been unable to 
maintain her, and finding that her end was near, had left her there. 

45. ‘The same paper has the following :— 


: It is not known how far the weather and crop 
— and the relief of reports, which are published by Government are 


correct. But it cannot be denied that they often 


contain imaginary statements, and embody guess work. 

While the people are lamenting the loss of the crops, and are experiencing 
the sufferings which indicate a near famine, the Agricultural Department is 
going on making the statement that the condition of the crops is good, that 
there is sufficient water and fodder, and that rice is selling at 13 seers per rupee. 
It is not known whence Government gets this information, which is the ver 
reverse of the truth. ‘The public do not, therefore, believe the reports whic 
are published by Government. Government, on the other hand, refuses to 
believe any information regarding the crops and the condition of the people, 
which is supplied to it from unofficial sources. This mutual want of confidence 
between the Government and the people is not conducive to the good of either. 

Though, in the current year, the high price of rice and the damage done 
to crops by the floods are causing the people great distress, the authorities do 
not admit the existence of any but a very slight distress which, they say, does 
not require relief from Government. And though even the Jocal authorities 
in Backergunge are admitting, and showing by their exertions on behalf of the 
distressed people, that severe distress prevails in that district, and are also admit- 
ting that the difficulty will not be tided over without Government’s aid, Govern- 
ment itself is keeping its conscience quiet by saying that fish is abundant in East 
Bengal, and the people there will be able to live on fish alone. Some time ago, 
Sir Charles Elliott similarly advised people to live on kesur in a time of distress. 
But if the people will receive no help from Government in distress, why was the 
Famine Fund at all created ? The people, it seems, must pay taxes, must earn 
their daily bread, and must also provide, out of their own fend for times of 
distress. But will this make them like the British Government very much? 
Want of funds is never Government’s excuse when frontier defences or new rail- 
ways are to be constructed, or any fresh military expenditure is to be incurred. 
It even tramples upon truth, justice, and righteousness—virtues proverbial in the 
British nation—in order to find funds for mairtaining a Christian priesthood in 
India, and for fattening its white officialdom by granting them exchange 
compensation allowances to the extent of cise fag lakhs of rupees. But it 
has no money to spare when a flood-stricken and a famine-stricken people have 
to be relieved, and it therefore throws the burden of their relief entirely on the 
shoulders of the District Boards and the zamindars. If the authorities continue 
to govern the people in this way, it will not be long before the country is 
reduced to the condition of a desert requiring no government whatever. 

46. The Bangavasi of the 7th October publishes the following reports of 

distress :— 

(1) Faridpur-Ainpur.—Severe distress “aig ae 
within the jurisdiction of this thana. Most people are starving. Deaths from 
eating unwholesome vegetable food, like sdépld, kachu, &c. 

(2) Noakhali-Jogdiya Cutcherry.—Five beggars of the Yugi caste, two 
widows, two little girls and one boy came to this cutcherry on the night of the 
19th September last. The boy and the girls bad not eaten anything for four 
cays, and were reduced to skeletons. Most people in these parts are faring no 
setter. 

47. The Sanjivani of the 7th October says that severe distress revails in 

| Atigram, in the Manikjanj subdivision of the Dacca 
Dacsttess, in Manikganj in the istrict. A few days ago the Sub-Inspector of the 
cy Manikganj thana visited the place and distributed 

a few maunds of rice among the villagers. But the relief thus given could not 
keep the people from starvation for more than a day or two. One Khoya} 
Dewan, a resident of N arikuli, is only somehow contriving to live by the help 
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his neighbours. One Govinda Das of the place, after having starved with his 
eamily i some days, has ultimately deserted his wife and children. Naya. 
Kishi with a family of four or five souls had starved for some days, when the 
Sub-Inspector’s relief came. On getting a few seers of rice, they commenced 
eating it unboiled. Indeed, a very large number of people are in the greatest 
distress, , 
48. The same paper has learnt. that though the. tahsildar and the super- 
vising kanungo of the Hajo tahsilim the Kamm 
Distress and failure of crops in district in Assam submitted special reports, stating 
ee that great distress a in the Upar Barabhag 
Mauja, and the Sub-Deputy Collector, Babu B olanath Das, reported failure of: 
crops in Gauhati, the district officer has himself, if is said, submitted a confiden- 
tial report, saying that the condition of the crops is good. It is true he had been 
out on tour himself, but he returned from Hajo and did not take the trouble of 
coming as far as the Mauja. It 1s strange, therefore, how he has been able to 
report in the way he has done without visiting the distressed places. At Hajo 
the tahsildar, kanungo, and other public officers as well as some private 
individuals assured the district officer of the distress and failure of crops: still he 
submitted the report described above. 
49. The Som Prakash of the 9th October refers to the Lieutenant- 
| Governor’s Resolution on the floods in Bengal, and 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s Reso- praises His Honour for ordering the re-opening of 
city in ie floods and scat Yelief works in such of the districts as are in need of 
: them, and for instructing the District Boards and 
higher officers to take steps, in concert with the zamindars, for the relief of 
the people. This Resolution, which proves the kindheartedness of His Honour, 
naturally raises the thought in the writer’s mind, how fortunate would the 
people be if they should get Sir Antony MacDonnell as their pucca Lieutenant- 
Governor. The District Boards and the officials are now requested to give effect 
to the Lieutenant-Governor’s instructions. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


50. The Sahachar of the 4th October refers to Sir Syed Ahmed’s letter 
on the Civil Service question and remarks as 
follows :— 

There are many Musalman students who pass 
the University examinations of this country, but who, from want of means, are 
unable to proceed to England to compete for the Civil Service examination 
there. And many of these students would be able to become Civilians if the 
Civil Service examination were held in this country. But this is precisely the 
thing which Sir Syed would like to see prevented. According to him, if the 
sons of middle-class Musalmans become Civilians, what will the descendants 
of the Moguls, among whom heis one, who came to India with Baber do? 
It is, therefore, his wish that all middle-class Hindus and Musalmans, the men, 
that is, in whose veins avyae flood flows should remain as they are, and all posts 
under Government should be monopolised by Europeans. It is clear that 
Sir Syed’s letter is not his own composition. It seems to have been written 
by a pucca Englishman. Many of the remarks made by Lord Salisbury in the 
course of his Home Rule speech in the House of Lords are found reproduced in 
Sir Syed’s letter. It is, therefore, probable that some official, or some one 
belonging to the Proneer Office furnished the Syed with a telegraphic summary of 
Lord Salisbury’s speech. And this leads the writer to think that Sir Syed has 
again come under the influence of the Pioneer clique. The officials are dead 
opposed to Mr. Paul’s proposal, and as a few Musalman boys of Madras can be 
of very little help to them, they have again sought the aid of Sir Syed. As 
the permenet: European population of India consider themselves Sahibs, 80 
Sir 7 considers himself an old Mogul, and not an Indian. He has been 
ie Mead here : oe in order a his statements on the subject of the Civil 

ico examination may not mislead the public in England. they should be 
told gg — eyed is and why he is opposing ‘Mr. Paul’s Desslaien. J 

- Lhe 4tlavadi of the 5th October considers it very improper that the 


Regulation of public shrines. expenses of the T'arakeswar will case should be 
defrayed out of the estate of the shrine. There 
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ought to be a law SB Mahants from wasting the money belonging 


to public shrines, and the Hindu community should move Government to get 
such a law enacted. | 


§2. The same paper is at 2 loss to see why Bengalis came forward to 


The Bengali address to the give a farewell address to the Hon’ble Mr. Mackay. 
Hon’ble Mr Mackay. The writer does not know whether the latter ever 
did any good to the Bengalis. He may, moreover, be regarded as a Bengali- 
hater; for his speeches at St. Andrew’s dinner prove this trait in his character. 
On the very day he received an address from certain Bengalis, he spoke against 
the Civil Service proposal and laughed at the Indian party in Parliament. 
The currency reform, which is mainly due to his . efforts, is done harm to the 


country. Its effect has been to depress trade and reduce the value of the 
country’s silver hoards. ‘Thus the Bengalis are in no way bound to give an 


address to Mr. Mackay. ‘The writer is surprised that the address which was 


given to Mr. Mackay on behalf of the Bengalis, contains Babu Narendra Nath: 


Sen’s signature. Isis then true, as people say, that Narendra Babu is not 
possessed of much sense ? 


53. The Banganivdsi of the 6th October says that since the publication, 
Publication of official secrets 1n this paper of the papers relating to the Balasore 
by the Banganivdsi. - case, spies have been watching its movements, 
anonymous letters, probably from clerks, are pouring in reviling the editor, 
and the Kurasians are abusing the Bengalis for their bad morality. The only 
answer to all this the editor 1s proposed to make is, that he published the papers 
because he thought that the public ought to be informed of Mr. Radice’s punish- 
ment. ‘The information he published was not obtained by unfair means, like 
those made use of by the Government's own organ in getting possession of 
private letters in connection with the Congress. The editor does not in any 
way repent having published the papers. 
54 Inreplyto a question asked by the Sulabh Dainik, the same papers says 
Sir Charles Elliott travelling ata that it is a fact that Sir Charles Elliott when last 
reduced fare. leaving Calcutta, asked the East Indian Railwa 
authorities to convey him at a reduced fare, and thatthis prayer was granted by 
the railway authorities. The writer holds himself responsible for the truth of 
this statement. 


55. The frontier correspondent of the Samay of the 6th October writes 
as follows :— 
Nawab Syed Ahmed. 


Khan of Kalat, that hero and patriot, the respected of all, who is a linguist and 
a statesman, has been proclaimed as a rebel against the British Government and 
is living in concealment in different places. Gohar Khan and his followers 
have risen in revolt for the purpose of protecting the interests of the Musalman 
races. Some years before the outbreak of the present rebellion, the Khan 
began to learn the English language, in order that he might acquire a profound 
knowledge of English character and English politics. But not meeting with 
rapid suecess in his attempt, Gohar Khan scnt one of his boys to learn English 
at Nawab Syed Ahmed’s Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh. The boy used to 
read in that College founded by the anti-Congressist Syed Saheb and have his 
dinner in the Syed’s boarding-house. When Gober Khan became a rebel, the 
Nawab took great care as to how he should keep the Khan’s son, and removing 
him from the College boarding lodged him in his own house. The matter was 
long kept by him a secret. The Nawab is well known for his loyalty to 
Englishmen, and among the yavans there are few who are like bim such 
obsequious flatterers of the British Government. Nevertheless he did not bring 


this matter to the notice of Englishmen, nay, he had on the contrary made 


special arrangements with a view of preventing their knowing it. When, how- 
ever, the Government of India proclaimed rewards for the capture of Gohar 
Khan and his relations, the Nawab, who isa friend of the Khan, one night 
secretly sent away the Khan’s son from Aligarh and made arrangements for the 
latter’s reaching Kalat. The authorities have now come to know of this matter, 
and the Nawab is silent. The Musalman students of the Anglo-Oriental 
College are filling the North-Western Provinces with the Nawab’s a. On 
the other hand, there.is a widespread rumour that the Nawab will attend in 
person the next sitting of the Congress in Lahore in December next. 


You have been already informed that Gohar. 


HITaVADI, 
Oct. 5th, 1893. 


BaNGANIVAS t 
Oct. 6th, 1893, 


BANGANIVASI. 


SaMay, 
Oct. 6th, 1893, 


2 te ee or eet Yeo - 
eS eS oe 
< a ee 


an eo 
ata ei St Fe 
a ae “ wh 


y wa ye ee Oe 
- . 
iis Sp. weenie el ae as teas + NES bee vations Ot he. Aen Wine - 


= Mae A oo ~ 
Sie . Rin SEY ah Pate S - 


» a Se md a eee. he ~: Sabha . 
ee re. Ae Bh wens ll EPEAT FTE , 
a ee oo - a 4 “om 


Bhi 
> A 
> 
~ Pd 
ry 
ie 
PE 
z. 3 
 « 
G 
- 
- 2 
ee 
? 
he 
£ ¥ 
‘ 
et 
= 
¥ 
¥, 
4] + 
Se 
x 
A < 
x 
i= 
2 4 
<i 
tw 
as 
oy 
oat 
Bea 
re’ g 
= 
he 
ays 
, tae 
Nie” 
. * 
be ¢ 
i ~ 
: ’ 
at 
; ae 
- 
erty 
ae 
ah 
ar: 
+ SABA 
nos te Fy 
a? 
Be 
ae 
Be a 
23 yy “ef 
cay Br 
rt 
SRF FI 
i wi 
Shee 
2 ae 
ou’ 
$3 
. 
} > 
SS 
=e 
‘ . 4 
“ad 
~ >» 
4Y; 
ae’ Si 
oi y 
zg 
s. LA 
3 
ti> FF 
a 
¢ 
¢ 
< 
}.: 
23 
™ 
mee 
ot. 
“Ee 
iy 
way" 
, 
eu 
a 
Set 
cI e 
bs 
s 
. : ~ 
me 
? 
BS, 
od 
* 
* 
& 
> 
2 
ty 
re . 
a 
45% 
aes 
Ne. 
Hey 
+ 
ey 
& 
5 
fed 
ib 
ei 
. 
; 
= 
= 
3 
a 
é 
es 
+. 
e 
. 


. , ‘ aw eames oa er | ery Fs kin en te - — 
: . Pgs is |S ee Sipe : soe - ” 
~~ Ro : ~ - ’ 5 , . 
- “ < o 7 . 
” A LD LE EAE a Se AG Poe RY A ae f ead aye? sa * his spe tctia le a 7 © a ae eee 
PRREERPEE D OS b ? 


- ae ee ai 
‘. + . A nthe ee eo 
7 —e ee oY es eee oe Soe Ne bow o~ 
; a ee ae , sete megs emia > ele nie SRE MRS So 
, : he 2a tp EARNER IP NE , 
= = Fi Sia ‘ . ™ Theat os re Ae ag ; “il ek a ee + oy APE te 4 Se ea : * Sant? 
“ ~ Je . " Aa 3 ‘ — ; - - “ . : 


Sates ’ ; * Pav? . 
vt lA Pcl tal CIATED ELL D A LIEBE ELLE Sats 3 ERE 


$ 
3 
« . i 
= § 
e 


» yr sn?) 2 7 

a | 

 wcieen site aareanelel aan 
Serio SP tOw a» 


Bs, . 


we Cer ey te <<? 
me 6 sont Cacia ae 
ue 


™ ; ol - ae a4 ry : ett eS 
Ste? RRs A IR Oe es oes 
ae i ae : 

rae Pk ee, ae eee 


become athe tts ~ 
TA hae 1, Naas 
~ - ° a te 
bed . 


per arae |Y 

pena y BB. Mie specie lg = oa i Ke p> tae bi so Fee. 

" oy x “ —_— Pee 
ea ee a UIE , ad alte 


We ee oe 
. 4 WAR IFS (8 TR SPE 


ae a the en * 
HW . ~ 
. és F Be 
‘ . . ne ™ ee ve he le > shes ~ Ny o ‘ Cu > . ' * ‘ 
- ¢ » 4 aoe ae be . Bee. ; aa cy : % : Poms wae nye : tina lag oy oe ee ‘ : . : - . r ¥ . ‘ 
E Prego Tay ; BEF GROEN IM sige Ss goin aie ee nO RS - ‘ | act 5 a : “ are “ ; wt Ser, tie. eet pes rho en ee. ee ey ee es eS mee aN 
Sea $aaeee Scot ERM ee en oie ee ion ‘ ' hihi liiins : = al ny ¥ WOT ee Rah OTS: oe i is a7. I PT : eit 2 iy Oe Fora’) 33 papial> 73 Xi 
- - " : on oP a aan tr tan cats aca a ’ Roky ee : pens r alti. ras ets SOP ti one wnt ah won goon to remem rs — por rane» ares oe er 
; ie ie : rie a Spa ER EASE go PLOT HG PP BEE SY a oe ae ade aati . . , " : f Wate ‘. : Dish ceostca Bow beitcd, «Sis cndigtterkinnaten > oe aunieiimaie Ee omsanp > ame ee : adh ~e a Pt A OM OG ot BS age 8g OS er a TN a am’ ae Ee Se hes , se Ya lee oy Si te boon . , 
= “ ae ‘ Se ee Poe [ae ae Te OY . iy ) <j : AT © ila a ae , s ee . aon gs Sone: y eee ae ‘ OH OC ge aon pea wrens Sees: Be TERT ‘ vr PERF 9.5 MS es Se Sona . rT . “ of cae . she ev . . ye \ ota = 4 =, 
SS ee ; eee ~ Sas ee ae NE Pr ee es PSO ie a oa epee pak doin oe dln eae: ree FES a NR als var odniansl mw de cs at Pn cians ead SRR Se Fa EAMES geet bes einen pha BM, eS TR hire eel cok Sa eee - ‘itil Sar ROM ee - eh : + 
< Sins iy Pa iia ha 18 x > hy <" - is. >= 8 deere eee elie on th Sp on : sae a 8 s e =e a ‘ . sty pre ewed <4 he Guten: wer ots, PPM HeQ - ns 7 os P - . “a Sa ~ c a * 4 
. > aioail a ph ae Oe ae ae ae a 4 ee , “ft bos . e : PN ‘Hy 5 he nents es) 5 ie a CmeFh % Rees: a eta, . 2 n Pe Ge ee ae Pre | — 4 i. ao we - <@ ee ee tet ee ae o. ae ai, x ee ee See 
‘ Rit . : : . 7 : 4 . : Pe RRA ee ie HE KOK 2. : Tas » _ 
> as “On a wre Te. eo oe ; ‘ ry 2 ~ mS wn fe oe Epo: ms ad a Sige at. a ohrs a x oat Lt Fag ¥ 
ee eh Sty a han Syed “oe 7.“ pers a VE a h: 


pe. hacer heise He ARS a at: ale 


. o . s 
Js PPro pins tee IOP AR ass bliin apa Le nN nt 


Saat alge 


pager acta ite oe age 


tne dé 


Se OP SAS v, we > 
bhi oe A ee” ae 
Ss " Te a es 
Co et aiied 
——o AS ie vo Wal Bigs 


SUDHAKAR, 
Oct. 6th, 1893. 


SULABH DAINIK, 
Oct. 6th, 1893. 


SULABH DAINIK, 
Oct. 7th, 1893. 


SANJIVAN], 
Oct, 7th, 1893, 


( 908 ) 


56. A correspondent of the Sudhakar of the 6th October, says that in 
the early days of British rule the Hindus by their 
ae ounen oe Se Seneen between smattering of English education «nd pretended 
ee attachment to the English monopolised all the 
in the country. And they have by their influence in the public offices rendered 
Government’s resolution regarding a Jarger appointment of Musalmans in the 
public service a dead letter. But, not satisfied with this monopoly, they 
clamoured for and received the right of self-government. But not even that 
satisfied them, and so with the view of securing all the memberships in the 
Legislative Councils they established the Congress and, with a view of strengthen- 
ing their position, asked the Musalmans to join it. The Mussalmans, fully 
conscious as they were of the great merits of the English rulers and of the harm 
that would result from their joining the Congress, refused to join that movement. 
This enraged the Hindus, and they resolved to be avenged upon the weak 
Musalmans. With the view of putting a stop to cow-sacrifice they therefore 
established the Gorakshani Sabhas, and by disturbing the Musalmans in their 
devotions by the sound of musical instruments they brought about the late riots, 
The only means of maintaining peace between the two people is to appoint 
Englishmen as District Magistrates, and to divide the other posts equally 
between the two peoples, and to provide for the free observance by each of them 
of their respective religious practices, 
57. The Sulabh Dainik of the 6th October has the following :— 


- The Bangavdsit newspaper having ey 
& Berd ‘ pane ¢ and the Civil Opposed the simultaneous examination proposal, 


the Pioneer newspaper is quoting it with a view of 
making it out that the Hindus are as a class opposed to the proposal. This is 
certainly exquisite. The Indian Mirror and the Hindu Patriot would not let 
Sir Henry Norman come out as Viceroy, while the Bangavdst would not allow 
the Civil Service Examination to be held in India. They are thus all proving 
the truth of the Bengali saying—‘ We cannot do you good but we can do you 
harm, and what do you mean to give me for my trouble? ’ 

58. The Sulabh Daintk of the 7th October has the following :— 

It is true the Hindus look upon the cow as 
their mother and worship it accordingly. But the 
cow benefits not only Hindus, but Musalmans and Christians as well. Like air 
and sun-light, the good things which the cow has to offer is shared by one and 
all, without distinction of caste or creed. This being the case, is it not ingrati- 
tude to requite the good done by her by taking her life simply for the purpose 
of gratifying the palate? But the matter becomes different when the cow is 
slaughtered not simply for gratifying the palate, but in consequence of a religious 
injunction. ‘The Musalmans say that they slaughter cows because their slaughter 
has been enjoined in the Koran. Butis this true? Dr. Leitner, who has long 
been in India and who is thoroughly versed in eastern languages, has recently 
shown in an article in the Asiatic Review, that cow-slaughter is nowhere enjoined 
in the Koran. Why do the Musalmans of India then slaughter cows and 
thereby lay themselves open to the charge of ingratitude? Beef-eating 1s, 
moreover, confined to the lower classes of Musalmans and Europeans, and 
the higher classes among the two peoples avoid it on sanitary grounds. This 
being the case, why slaughter an animal which is so serviceable to all? 
Sir Charles Crosthwaite will, probably, be angry to hear this; but no matter. 
The recent disturbances would not have happened if the Government of 
India had not cried ‘ditto’ to the counsels of officials like Sir Charles. The 
leaders of the Musalman community should now hold meetings all over the 
country and explain to their co-religionists that cow-slaughter does not form an 
essential precept of their religion. Ifthe Musalmans are convinced of this, the 
authorities too, will be convinced as a matter of course. And if they are not 
convinced even when conviction has come to the Musalmans, they have only to 
take a cold bath in their own Thames in order to cool themselves down. 

09. The Sayjivant of the 7th October has the following :— 


The Congress in the Panjab. We have been to Allahabad, to Bombay, and 
. a to Nagpur, the country of the Bhonslas, and this 
time we shall visit 


a alias the Panjab, the land of the heroie Sikhs. That land of the 
ve rivers where our oldest Aryan ancestors first set foot in India, where the 


The cow-slaughter question. 


( 909 ) 


Greeks for the first time came in contact with Hindu civilization, where nation 
after nation has received convincing proofs of the Indian’s courage and prowess, 
and where Runjit Singh, the Lion of the Panjab, once held sway—that land will 
witness the next assembling of the Indian National Congress. And will not the 
Bengali visit that holy land, the scene of the labours of Guru Nanak’s disciplesand 
the fighting ground of the followers of GuruGovinda? It was thought impossible 
that the Congress should ever be able to hold a sitting in the Panjab. That 
impossibility 1s about to be achieved. Sardar Dayal Singh, a descendant of the 
Commander-in-chief of Ranjit Singh’s army, will welcome the Congress 
delegates. ~ Will not all this cause intense delight to all patriotic Bengalis ? 

60. The Sulabh Dainik of the 11th October mentions the following act of 
kindness of Mr. Kennedy, Magistrate of Murshida- 
bad :—A clerk of his office was repeatedly taking 
leave. On enquiry the Magistrate learnt that the clerk was ailing. The 
Magistrate sent for the clerk and advised him to go to Darjeeling and paid him 
Rs. 126 out of his own pocket for his expenses. ‘There are, in these days, very 
few civilians so kind to their subordinates. 

61. The Dazik-o-Samdchdr Chandriké of the 11th October says that a 
Musalman of Aligarh, named Ek Ismail, has written 
to the London Times that it is because the Hindus 
want to rule India that they desire the Civil Service 
Examination to be held in India, but the Musalmans will take up the sword if 
thatisdone. Have Shere Ali and Abdulla raised Mussalman audacity and abdar 
(unreasonable and selfish demand) to such a pitch? 

62. The same paper says that a writer in the Englishman newspaper, who 

1s certainly an Anglo-Indian, is trying to excite the 
exciing Hindus and Musalmans over the cow-slaughter 
question. He writes :—‘ The Hindus are trying to 
prevent the Musalmans from slaughtering cows, and what if the Musalmans tr 
to burn the temples of the Hindus?’ It was writing of this sort in the Anglo- 
Indian press which fanned the fire of the sepoy mutiny. Do the writers in that 
press want to bring about a similar trouble again ? 
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